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May 27, 1904 1078 

Republic of Panama issued the following decree which was forwarded 
by Assistant Surgeon Pierce under date of May 4: 

DECREE NUMBER 8 OF 1904. 
April SO, 1904- 

By which is dictated a regulation for the sanitary service. 

The President of the Republic, by the power vested in him and in 
consideration of a request made to him by the national board of 
health in letter number 532, dated April 22, 1904, hereby decrees: 

Article I. 

In order that vessels be received in the port of Panama, coming 
from Peruvian or intermediate ports, it is required that the bills of 
health of such vessels shall be vis6d by the medical officer of the United 
States Public Health and Marine-Hospital Service in those ports that 
have such officers attached to the United States consul's office, as is 
the case at Guayaquil. 

Article 2. 

The agents of the Pacific Steam Navigation Company and of the 
Company of South American Steamers are obliged to give strict com- 
pliance to the regulations dictated or that shall be dictated in the future, 
by the medical officers of the above-named service, in reference to 
those steamers of either company that are despatched to Panama. 
Communicate and publish this law. 

Manuel Amador Guerra, 
M. Quintero V., 

Secretary of Public Works. 
Panama, April 30, 1901/.. 

PERU. 

Beport from Oallao — Bat infection on vessels. 

Assistant Surgeon Lloyd reports, April 29, as follows: 
Accurate information concerning the plague situation in places other 
than Lima and Callao is somewhat difficult to obtain until after this 
information has become general. Eight new cases were reported in 
Antofagasta yesterday. Plague is said to be present in all the districts 
of Antofagasta. The presence of plague in Iquique has already been 
reported by Acting Assistant Surgeon Gruver, and I have had no 
reports since the date of his telegram to the Bureau. In Peru the 
ports of Mollendo, Pacasmayo, Callao, and the town of San Pedro are 
officially declared free from plague. 

The prevailing belief here is that though Lima, which is seven or 
eight miles from Callao, is infected, there is no focus of infection in 
Callao. I can not accept this view of the situation. With regard to 
Pacasmayo, I am inclined to admit the possibility, and even the prob- 
ability, of its being free from plague. As I have had no opportunity 
to visit Mollendo, I can not express a personal opinion, but as this is 
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a small town we would not expect plague to linger as it does in large 
cities. 

Plague has recently been reported in Chosica, which is 30 miles 
inland from Callao. Since my arrival in Callao (12 days) we have had 
new cases of plague in Lima every day except two, generally one or 
two cases, at the most four. The largest number of cases reported in 
any one day since the advent of plague in Lima is 12. There have 
been reported 2 cases in Callao within the last two weeks, one of which 
is said to have come from Lima, and the other is reported to have 
been infected on the Limari, though the company's agents den}' that 
the man had worked on board this vessel. The man himself, I am 
informed, stated that he had been working aboard on her recent voy- 
age. The Peruvian authorities are disinfecting all baggage going to 
the interior or leaving Callao for other ports. This is done in a partial 
vacuum chamber, with formaldehyde. 

Other methods for combating the disease, such as isolation, obser- 
vation, disinfection, the killing and trapping of rats and mice, the 
killing of guinea pigs, which many of the poorer classes raise in their 
houses in considerable quantities, inspection, and general sanitation, 
are being used. The use of Yersin serum as a curative agent is meet- 
ing with gratifying results. Doctor Bifi, the Italian expert, informs 
me that he has seen pigs (swine) suffering from plague. He has not 
yet observed the infection in cats or dogs. Nothing is being done by 
the Peruvian authorities as yet toward the disinfection of the holds of 
vessels pending the arrival of the Clayton apparatus. A maritime 
quarantine station is to be erected in Callao. I do not believe that 
anyone knows just what port on the west coast of South America was 
first infected, when it was infected, or whence the infection came. 

I do believe that the infection has been carried up and down this 
coast by infected rats on merchant vessels for an indefinite period — 
certainly for more than one year — and 1 regard this as the most 
important statement contained in this report. In nearly all of the 
South American ports cargo is lightered; the vessel does not lie at a 
dock. Callao is an exception, and I believe Valparaiso as well. I 
doubt if there is great danger of rats being lightered aboard in small 
towns, but it might happen. That they are lightered ashore at such 
places is a matter of common occurrence. 

Vessels lying at dock and handling large cargoes are liable to take 
rats aboard in the cargo even though her lines are protected with 
rat guards. The utmost vigilance is required to keep all shore lines 
guarded. Only yesterday I saw a vessel (destined, I believe, for an 
Australian port) lying at the dock with rat guards on some of her lines 
and not on others. Masters of vessels in this port tell me it is impos- 
sible to lie 8 feet from the dock, and they prefer disinfection after 
docking to the alternative of attempting this. Just now this is of no 
great importance, as I regard all vessels from Chilean ports as liable 
to be infected, and they are not being disinfected by the local authori- 
ties. 

Plague at Lima. 

The following is received from Minister Dudley under date of 
April 15: 

The epidemic of plague at Lima continues about as heretofore 
described. On April 10 there were 11 new cases, and the next day 9, 
but, with the exception of two days, the daily average has been about 3. 



